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Press Release
The End for DCM-Paint Strippers: The Clock is Ticking

Hirschaid/Germany, May 2010 - - Since the start of the year, a digital clock has been counting down on the website of the European Association for Safer Coatings Removal – EASCR www.eascr.com . By showing the remaining days, hours, minutes and seconds, it is highlighting the countdown to “zero hour” at midnight on 6 December 2011: From this date onwards, paint strippers containing dichloromethane (DCM) concentrations equal or greater than 0.1 % will no longer be available for private or commercial use in EU member states. For producers and importers of paint removers based on DCM the deadline is a year earlier, in other words 6 December 2010. In the past both private and professional users have repeatedly experienced severe incidents including fatalities when working with DCM-paint strippers. Assimilation of dichloromethane – also through the skin – leads to poisoning-like symptoms including headache, dizziness and even narcosis-like conditions. DCM vapors are heavier than air and will therefore remain in the workplace if not extracted by intensive ventilation. DCM is also suspected to be carcinogenic.
The “DCM Paint Stripper Countdown” on the EASCR website reflects the decision by the European Parliament and Council of 6 May 2009 to change the EU Directive 76/769/EWG on limiting the marketing and use of dangerous substances and to include dichloromethane. In order to become legally binding, these provisions need to be included in the EU’s REACH Regulation that came into force on 1 June 2009. The Commission services have been preparing for this transition, and Directive 455/2009/EC on dichloromethane paint strippers is included in Annex XVII of REACH through a further amendment adopted by the Commission since 3 March 2010.

All approved restrictions under Directive 76/769/EEC – as published in the EU’s official journal on 3 June 2009 – have been fully adopted into Annex XVII of the REACH Directive with identical content and deadlines. Professional DCM paint stripping (e.g. by decorators) will be banned as of 6 June 2012, unless a member state applies for a specific national exception. This would then only be granted for licensed professionals with specialist training and will most likely reduce their number significantly. It will also require comprehensive measures to ensure health and personal protection, and the EU Commission will publish a list of countries that have applied for a derogation.

Proven effectiveness of alternative paint removers 

In the opinion and based on many years of experience of EASCR, DCM-based paint strippers, which presently dominate the market by volume, can easily be replaced: There are DCM-free paint removers readily available for all coatings which are presently removed with dichloromethane-based paint strippers. When used, personal protection becomes less of an issue and the associated costs are significantly lower. The mandatory use of a self-contained respirator when working with DCM paint strippers is generally not necessary for formulations free of dichloromethane. In most cases, users are not aware of the risk of dichloromethane-based products. A survey report from the independent Risk & Policy Analysts Ltd (RPA), Norfolk/Great Britain in 2007, concluded that the vast majority of decorators do not have the necessary knowledge of how to appropriately protect their workers against the hazard of DCM. The knowledge about alternative products is insufficient or often non-existent.

EASCR was founded at the end of January 2006 by a group of leading producers of user-friendly paint stripper and cleaning products in order to close this knowledge gap. The aim of the association is to educate trade and industry, authorities and consumers about the risks associate with working with dichloromethane-based paint strippers and to promote safer alternative products across Europe. The association supports the development of safer dichloromethane-free paint removers and their market introduction in Europe. Founder members of EASCR are Eco Solutions Limited (Winscombe/North Somerset, Great Britain), Scheidel GmbH (Hirschaid, Germany) and STS – Surface Treatment Systems AS (Oslo, Norway). EASCR will closely track the implementation of the DCM paint stripper ban in individual member states and will start participating in discussions on the EU Regulation on Detergents, the EU-Decopaint-Directive and the VOC-Solvents-Emissions-Directive because these decisions will have an influence on the ingredients of alternative paint strippers. The association welcomes new members interested in supporting the aims of the association or promoting a switch to alternative dichloromethane-free paint removers.
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Possible without dichloromethane – “alternative paint removers” based on less dangerous solvent formulations have proven their effectiveness for many years. Appropriate alternative paint removers exist for all coatings, which have been previously removed with dichloromethane-based paint strippers.
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