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30 Years of ILLIG UK – Branch Office Moves to New Premises
Heilbronn/Germany, May 2013. – ILLIG officially commenced operation of the new premises with an Open House event, March 13 and 14, 2013. The new building is located in Yaxley, Great Britain, about 70 miles north of London in the county of Cambridgeshire. The opening event was also the 30th anniversary celebration of ILLIG UK Ltd. Geoff Brooks, Managing Director of ILLIG UK, and Wolfgang Illig who represented the parent company could welcome more than 60 long-term ILLIG customers from support areas Great Britain and Ireland.
The new Yaxley premises, located in the southern periphery of Petersborough and approx. 30 miles away from the previous Biggleswade premises, feature an area of 0.5 acres (about 2,000 m²). The newly constructed building provides about 580 m² of usable space. There are offices as well as a show room and training facilities, and also a repair shop and a well assorted stock of spare parts. “With the new building we took the opportunity to create an infrastructure suitable to provide optimum customer support. Training of our customers' staff is growing more and more important. We therefore designed the ground floor in such a manner that theoretical training in the classrooms and practical instruction on the machine can take place within a short distance”, says Geoff Brooks. An ILLIG RD 53d automatic pressure forming machine of the latest generation is available for practical instruction, equipped with many high-performance modules. ILLIG UK currently employ 12 staff members. 
With the new Yaxley building ILLIG strengthen their commitment to Great Britain. “The decision we made 30 years ago to install a branch office here offering full service rather than a representative's office has proven successful. The all-round support, from sales through to service with own spare parts stock, has certainly contributed to the fact that ILLIG UK meanwhile take care of a large and, above all, very loyal customer base. And these customers can trust that we will continue to provide comprehensive support to the best of our ability”, promises Wolfgang Illig.
ILLIG RD 53d – road application range, high productivity
The RD 53d automatic pressure forming machine used in Yaxley for demonstration purposes and customer training is a thermoformer of the latest generation working from roll stock in a separately forming and punching manner. This type of machine is frequently employed by ILLIG customers in Great Britain and also in Ireland. Especially food packs, such as trays and hinged packs, are manufactured on this machine. The broad application range of this machine type in conjunction with cost-effective tools and high productivity are decisive factors for its application. The user benefits from a system of standard parts which can be employed, as a rule, to build his own forming and punching tools according to specific requirements and in a cost-effective way at the same time. High cycle speeds also contribute to efficiency – up to 45 cycles per minute can be realized. These benefits are particularly relevant for frequently changing small to medium batch sizes. The RD 53d is equipped with a forming area of 500 x 365 mm², materials such as PS, PVC, PET and PP can be processed.
The Yaxley training machine is equipped with high-performance modules suited to facilitate handling and improve process reliability, product quality and energy efficiency. Among other elements the new control technology provides intelligent operator guidance through all optimization phases of the machine's setting data. A compensation control balances the effects of changing surrounding influences in the course of production. Equipped with functions for continuous automatic adaptation of heater elements' temperatures and heating time a uniformly high product quality is ensured. Moreover, the innovative HTSs heater elements, equipped with a black, special enamel, require about one third less energy for material heating than FSR standard heating elements frequently used in practice. A new low-maintenance and oil-free vacuum pump also contributes to higher energy efficiency. Compared to the pump type used so far, energy consumption is reduced by about 15 %.
ILLIG is a global leading supplier of high-performance production lines and molds for thermoforming plastic materials as well as of solutions for the packaging industry. The company's product and services portfolio comprises the development, design, fabrication, installation and start-up of complex manufacturing lines and individual components. With branch establishments and agencies in over 80 countries, ILLIG is locally present in all markets around the globe. For more than 65 years, this owner-managed enterprise has been serving its worldwide clientele as a reliable partner in cost-efficient thermoplastic molding of sophisticated precision parts backed by innovative technology of unsurpassed quality and a comprehensive worldwide after-sales support.
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The new ILLIG UK Ltd. building at new Yaxley location (photo on top) officially commenced operation with an Open House event on March 13 and 14, 2013 (bottom photo). At the same time the 30th anniversary of the ILLIG branch office in Great Britain was celebrated.
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