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Karl Schäuble, Managing Director of ILLIG: “Today we deliver more than 60 percent of our machines and lines to countries outside Europe.“
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ILLIG at Interpack 2014
“There will be an Increasing Market Demand for
IML Thermoforming in the Future“
Heilbronn and Düsseldorf, May 8, 2014. – Interpack, Düsseldorf, the worldwide leading trade fair, has always been a useful indicator for the current economic situation and mood in the packaging sector. For Karl Schäuble, Managing Director of ILLIG, the Heilbronn based manufacturer of thermoforming machines, this is a recurring occasion for looking back and for an outlook to the future of packaging technology with the focus on thermoforming. “From an economic point of view ILLIG could conclude the last Interpack year, 2011, very successfully. In the following years 2012 and 2013, too, we could continue at the high level. This applies to our whole machine program. Pleasingly, we could recognize a slightly increasing demand also during the last few months, especially in the sector of packaging machines." Karl Schäuble says in retrospect – to continue right away: “I thus see a good basis for a successful conclusion in 2014 as well. However, I don't expect a further, considerable increase compared to last year since the markets in Western Europe are still hesitant in terms of investments due to the financial crisis which has not yet been overcome.“
Southern European countries, in particular, continue to show considerable investment weakness since their economic growth will most likely be minimal, if there will be a growth at all. The same also still applies to the Eastern European markets, according to Schäuble, which so far have not regained their pre-crisis level yet with respect to new investments. In his opinion the current, politically instable situation will most likely affect the investment confidence in this region even more.
Demands with respect to packs will continue to increase
Today, ILLIG deliver over 60 per cent of their machines and lines to countries outside Europe. Customers in Asia, the Arab region, as well as in North, Central and South America employ this technology to meet the increasing demands in terms of packs in their countries. ILLIG have observed that process reliability and availability of production lines have gained more and more importance also in regions outside the traditional industrial countries. “Requirements with respect to quality and hygiene of packs are continuously increasing in most regions. This can be realized in an economical way only with uniform, reproducibly high product quality and high productivity at the same time“, says Schäuble. ILLIG supports the processors with machines and complete lines for thermoforming, equipped with innovative control systems, and, in particular, with the new “ILLIG IC" operating concept. ILLIG exhibited the performance scope of this “ILLIG Intelligent Control Concept“ for an increase of productivity, reproducibility, availability and operator convenience of the thermoforming machine or complete thermoforming line at “K”, the international plastic trade fair, Düsseldorf, October of last year. 
With a view to the future of thermoforming in the packaging technology Karl Schäuble says: “The tendency for smaller packaging units – e.g. portion packs, coffee capsules, etc. – as well as increasing demands with respect to a high-quality decoration technology and not least measures to fulfill nutritional information will cause the IML technology to be applied more and more in thermoforming, too. Our RDML 70b decoration unit tailored for this we already presented at the K trade fair last fall. At the upcoming Interpack we will exhibit the integration of the IML technology in a form, fill and seal line, realized in the new FSL 48. Using this line technology two well-known food packs with high-quality decoration will be introduced into the market in Germany in the course of this year." ILLIG expect that IML thermoforming will be more and more in demand in most markets in the future. “For this we offer a whole solution to our customers for packs with highest decoration requirements – everything from one source, everything ILLIG“, Schäuble explains.
ILLIG is a global leading supplier of high-performance production lines and molds for thermoforming plastic materials as well as of solutions for the packaging industry. The company's product and services portfolio comprises the development, design, fabrication, installation and start-up of complex manufacturing lines and individual components. With branch establishments and agencies in over 80 countries, ILLIG is locally present in all markets around the globe. For more than 65 years, this owner-managed enterprise has been serving its worldwide clientele as a reliable partner in cost-efficient thermoplastic molding of sophisticated precision parts backed by innovative technology of unsurpassed quality and a comprehensive worldwide after-sales support.
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