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„For K 2010, we have mustered an attractive range of machines and mold systems in order to present our customers all over the world with innovative and highly cost-efficient solutions to their tasks. We believe that together we will be able, in 2011, to return to pre-crisis levels of success", says Karl Schäuble, Managing Director at ILLIG.
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ILLIG at K 2010
Leaving the crisis behind – K 2010 marks the return of confidence
Heilbronn and Düsseldorf, 27 October 2010 – The impact of the gravest economic and financial crisis since the war has been weighing heavily on the mechanical engineering and industrial equipment manufacturing industry. However, with the encouraging uptrend in overall economic activity observed in the last few months, some of the blackest clouds on the economic horizon have dispelled and business has been regaining confidence. Like most companies in the plastics industry, ILLIG is returning to encouraging growth rates. The volume of incoming orders has been back to normal since early 2010. 

„The economic crisis has also hit the manufacturers of machines and molds for thermoforming and packaging applications with unprecedented severity. We noted the first downtrend in new orders as early as in April 2008. However, the impact did not make itself felt right way, given the large volume of orders on hand at the time", reports Karl Schäuble, Managing Director at ILLIG. During the remainder of the year, new orders continued to slump by 30% compared with the prior-year figure. The restrained investment mood continued well into 2009. In the second half of 2008, demand began to pick up again, although mainly in non-European markets. Activity in Western and East Europe remained on an unchanged low level at this time. 
„However, we never doubted for one moment that our markets – and hence, our customers – would regain their strength once the crisis had passed. Interest in information about our high-performance thermoforming machines and mold technology remained very much alive throughput this period", Schäuble adds. Accordingly, ILLIG held on to its staff and bridged periods of excess capacity by encouraging personnel to deplete their flexitime accounts and launching short-time work schemes. At the same time, the company continued with its personnel training programs, optimized production and assembly workflows, and consistently implemented its ongoing product development philosophy.

„It has since emerged that we were right in taking these measures. In the first half of 2010, new orders began to pick up in virtually all markets, and this trend has continued ever since. In the meantime, our Heilbronn factory is working to capacity again", Schäuble adds, visibly satisfied with this course of events. 
ILLIG expects that the ongoing increase in demand will continue in the months to come. In a situation thus stabilized, new orders might return to their pre-crisis level by the end of 2011 or thereabouts. „In making this forecast we have assumed that the project financing problems still experienced in individual economic regions, specifically Eastern Europe and the CIS member states, can be overcome. On the other hand, we have no way of anticipating whether or not financial market uncertainties and the high national debt levels of most industrialized countries will be able, once again, to decelerate the overall economic uptrend which is now quite clearly emerging", Karl Schäuble concludes. 

Each year, ILLIG builds around 250 thermoforming lines, usually composed of several machines. Exports account for 80 percent of the company's output of machinery and equipment. Of this volume, approx. 50% is destined for countries outside Western Europe. With global market demand steadily rising until early 2008, ILLIG registered continuous growth in incoming orders – at an annual rate of approx. 4 % – throughout the five years leading up to that point. At its Heilbronn site, ILLIG employs around 750 people, including 100 in research and development alone.
ILLIG is a global leading supplier of high-performance production lines and molds for thermoforming plastic materials as well as of solutions for the packaging industry. The company's product and services portfolio comprises the development, design, fabrication, installation and start-up of complex manufacturing lines and individual components. With branch establishments and agencies in over 80 countries, ILLIG is locally present in all markets around the globe. For more than 60 years, this owner-managed enterprise has been serving its worldwide clientele as a reliable partner in cost-efficient thermoplastic molding of sophisticated precision parts backed by innovative technology of unsurpassed quality and a comprehensive worldwide after-sales support.
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