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Hall 6.1, Stand B-076
ILLIG at Anuga FoodTec 2012
Splendid Appearance on the Shelf: The IML-decorated, Thermoformed Pack – Brilliant, Individual, Cost-effective
Heilbronn/Germany, December 2011. – Economical production of thermoformed food packs, decorated brilliantly with premium photo quality during the same working process, will be in the focus of ILLIG's trade fair appearance at Anuga FoodTec, Cologne/Germany, March 27 – 30, 2012. The so-called In-mold Labeling (IML) is used for decoration. An IML unit, designed for this process step, removes printed blanks (labels) from a magazine and positions them into the mold cavities in the thermoformer's forming station. During subsequent forming of the material into a pack of any given design – from cup shape through to tray shape – the label bonds with the product's wall exactly to contour and permanently. In this way the label, subject to geometry and properties, can contribute to increased pack rigidity. As a result, thickness of the material used can be reduced (saving of material costs) but still the demanded top load of the portion pack is obtained. This technology will be shown at the trade fair on an ILLIG automatic roll-fed machine and a 250g rectangular cup, suitable for many dairy products, decorated on three sides in this machine. The IML technology can be integrated smoothly inline and thus can be integrated very efficiently into form, fill and seal lines (FFS lines) used in dairy companies today.
Using the IML technology, there is a whole range of decoration options available for food packs. Labels can be applied one-sided, two-sided, three-sided (e.g. in U-shape), four-sided or even five-sided (including bottom decoration with e.g. integrated barcode). Thus high-quality eye appeal and function can be combined. Labels made of all conventional materials can be processed, from PS (polystyrene) and PP (polypropylene) through to paper labels. If label material is adjusted to cup material, cleanly recyclable packs can be obtained. Since for IML application it is not required to have vertical walls, this decoration technology at the same time provides the benefit of enhancing product presentation on the shelf by an individual cup design.
Each cavity of the forming mold can be loaded with an individually printed label which is a further benefit provided by the IML technology. Integrated in an FFS line with multi-lane filler, this variability allows filling and packing of product families. Product changes can thus be performed fast and easily. Combined directly with the thermoformer's forming station, the space requirement for installation of an IML unit does not exceed that of a conventional banding unit. 
ILLIG is a global leading supplier of high-performance equipment and molds for thermoforming plastic materials as well as of solutions for the packaging industry. The company's product and services portfolio comprises the development, design, fabrication, installation and start-up of complex manufacturing lines and individual components. With wholly owned branch establishments and agencies in over 80 countries, ILLIG is locally present in all markets around the globe. For more than 60 years, this owner-managed enterprise has been serving its worldwide clientele as a reliable partner in cost-efficient thermoplastic molding of sophisticated precision parts backed by innovative technology of unsurpassed quality and a comprehensive worldwide after-sales support.
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Decorated by IML technology with brilliant photo quality directly during thermoforming in one working step: The portion pack's geometry can be designed individually. At the same time the bottom can be used to apply e.g. the barcode in a large and well legible way without impairing the design.
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