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Bensheim, August 2011


	For 15 years, MANN+HUMMEL ProTec has been supporting Atlantis-Pak with equipment technology and know-how

Precisely dosed sausage casing

With its production facilities and company headquarters located in Rostov-on-Don, one of the largest cities in the European region of Russia, today Atlantis-Pak in one of the world’s top-ten manufacturers of artificial sausage casing (www.atlantis-pak.ru). Linking MANN+HUMMEL ProTec – the Bensheim-based specialist for the treatment of plastics – to Atlantis-Pak is a long-term, close and constructive partnership that is geared toward further growth.

Bensheim, 16 August 2011 – In mid-July of this year, MANN+HUMMEL ProTec again delivered system engineering for the material treatment for two three-layer extrusion machines to Atlantis-Pak. These machines are designed for the manufacturing of artificial multi-layer sausage casing, biaxially stretched in accordance with a special blown film process. The equipment software developed by the Bensheim-based material handling specialist for Atlantis-Pak is a speciality: it not only controls the machine’s dosing systems and conveyors, but the entire multilayer extrusion line – from the material handling via the management of the extrusion compound through to the removing and winder units.

Founded in 1993, Atlantis-Pak has quickly developed into one of the most renowned manufacturers of artificial packaging for meat and dairy products in the world. The company’s focus is on the production of various types of artificial sausage casings. For almost 15 years now, MANN+HUMMEL ProTec has been accompanying the firm during its expansion by continually lending know-how and the latest equipment technology.

For the recently delivered equipment technology, the requirements made by Atlantis-Pak were that every layer of the compound casing could be composed of up to four different materials – primarily polyamides and polyolefins. On top of that, each extruder of the three-layer equipment receives a gravimetric dosing and mixing system SOMOS® Gramix Compact 100 equipped for the precise dosing of four materials based on arbitrary formulas. Four FG 200 material conveying machines automatically assume the refilling process of the material components and, in order to regulate the extruder, a so-called hopper scale continually monitors the throughput of the material mixture. The total throughput is about 60 kg/h up to a maximum of 80 kg/h. In this way, Atlantis-Pak is able to flexibly and very economically produce small batch sizes on its own. 

At the end of last year, the same equipment technology for two three-layer manufacturing lines – in total six Gramix Compact 100 dosing and mixing systems, six hopper wagons and 24 conveyors as well as corresponding control technology – was also sent to Rostov and has now been integrated into series production. In order to keep pace with the ongoing growth of the company, new equipment is currently being planned. 

Worldwide the first PA casing for Frankfurter sausages

During its founding in 1993, the company initially worked with the extrusion of polyamide (PA) films. At that time, it began tinkering with the idea of offering artificial sausage skin made from a PA monolayer to the local meat industry. Later sold under the brand name AMIPAK, it was the first polyamide sausage casing worldwide for Frankfurter and Wiener sausages. Within only one year’s time, about one-fourth of all Frankfurter sausages in Russia were sold in an AMIPAK sausage casing.

The product range was continually expanded with numerous new product developments. Today, the company manufactures sausage casings in 12 basic types with more than 30 variations and, in addition, in different calibres (diameters) adjusted to meet the large diversity of sausage types. Aside from one-layer casings, the delivery programme includes various barrier systems with three, five and now even seven layers. Shrink foil for packaging and transportation of sausages and other meat and dairy products and a diverse service offering complement the range of products and services.

Trusted partner

The cooperation with MANN+HUMMEL ProTec began in 1996 as the first five-layer machine was set to be commissioned. The task was to install a fully automated material handling system for the extruders purchased in Western Europe. For this, Atlantis-Pak had the goal of creating a central control for all equipment components. Under the management of Rainer Riediger, who as a dosing specialist handled the project for MANN+HUMMEL ProTec at the time, the control was correspondingly expanded and customised to comply with the “sausage casing extrusion”. This equipment continues to run flawlessly today.

As a result, Atlantis-Pak consistently banked on this special solution insofar as new extrusion lines needed to be purchased based on the company’s growth. On average, this has occurred every two years. Today, aside from monolayer equipment, Rostov has several three-, five- and even seven-layer extrusion machines that manufacture products well-known in the market.

In the meantime, almost all large and small meat manufacturing plants in Russia and in the CIS countries are among Atlantis-Pak customers. The customer base even includes companies from Western Europe as well as international customers: Atlantis-Pak Co. Ltd exports to a total of 64 countries around the world. The company group, with production facilities and headquarters in Rostov, employs a workforce of over 2,000 and already has four subsidiaries in Russia – in Moscow, St. Petersburg, Novosibirsk and Yekaterinburg – as well as oversees representatives in Kiev (Ukraine) and even in Miami (Florida/USA) who are supported by numerous regional sales representatives worldwide.
(about 5,700 characters)

About MANN+HUMMEL ProTec
MANN+HUMMEL ProTec GmbH develops, plans and sells solutions for material preparation and handling in the plastics-processing industry, ranging from individual devices to complete systems. Further information about MANN+HUMMEL ProTec at: www.mh-protec.com
About MANN+HUMMEL 
The MANN+HUMMEL Group is a development partner and original equipment supplier to the international automotive and mechanical engineering industries. Employing 13,200 people at 41 locations world-wide, the company achieved turnover of 2.18 billion Euros in 2010. The Group's product portfolio includes air filter systems, intake manifold systems, liquid filter systems, cabin filters and cylinder head covers made of plastic with many integrated functions for the automotive industry, as well as filter elements for vehicle servicing and repair. For general engineering, process engineering and industrial manufacturing sectors the company's product range includes industrial filters, a series of products to reduce carbon emission levels in diesel engines, membrane filters for water filtration, filter systems and complete lines as well as units for conveying, dosing and drying of free flowing plastics. Further information about MANN+HUMMEL: www.mann-hummel.com
Dear colleagues,
Press releases of MANN+HUMMEL ProTec with text and photos in printable resolution you will find as a download at

www.konsens.de/mh-protec.html

Please send voucher copies to: Konsens PR GmbH & Co. KG, 
Dr. Georg Krassowski, Hans-Kudlich-Str. 25, 
D-64823 Groß-Umstadt, Germany

[image: image1.jpg]



Successful launch and a real classic: AMIPAK casing for frankfurters, wieners, hot dogs and the like (photo left on top). In addition, the range of Atlantis-Pak includes a large number of multi-layer sausage skins, also printed with individual customer designs with up to eight UV-curable inks (bottom left). SOMOS® technology on the extruders of the multilayer systems has a significant influence on process stability and product quality.
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15 years of joint project work and partnership: Andrey Berendyaev (on the right), Technology Manager at Atlantis-Pak, and Rainer Riedel, Export Manager of MANN+HUMMEL ProTec.
Photos: MANN+HUMMEL ProTec
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