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Hall B3, Booth 3119
ProTec Polymer Processing at FAKUMA 2012
The new MH5 conveyor controller for multiple feed stations
Bensheim and Friedrichshafen/Germany, October 16, 2012. – The conveyors from ProTec Polymer Processing exhibited at Fakuma are all equipped with the new MH5 conveyor controller. This controller can be used both as a single-feed and multiple-feed system. Since the machines can communicate with each other, up to 12 conveyor units can be flexibly linked together in a network without the need for a complex and therefore considerably more expensive multiple feed control unit. Gradual expansion up to 12 stations is possible. As of this year's Fakuma, ProTec Polymer Processing is equipping all SOMOS® conveyors with the new MH5 controller.
The MH5 can be combined with a central blower station to create a small multiple feed station conveying system extremely easily, quickly and cost-effectively. In this case, each of the potential 12 conveyors (FG) is connected via a bus connection to the blower terminal box (GAK), where it is registered solely using its address (FG 1 … FG 12). The GAK automatically detects whether and when a conveyor is switched on and controls the sequence in which a conveyor can start conveying material following a request.
The performance capabilities of the new MH5 conveyor controller are particularly evident on the mixing conveyor SOMOS® MFG204, which is also equipped with this controller. Using this MFG conveyor, two material components can be conveyed and homogeneously mixed at a user-definable ratio. The conveyor does this using two material inlets equipped with individually switchable valves. The mixing ratio of the two materials is regulated by the respective valve operation times for the filling process. After the conveyor has been filled, air suctioned through from below swirls the bulk material. 
The ability to network conveyors using the MH5 controller will be demonstrated at Fakuma by a network of multiple conveyors. The MH25 SOMOS® Control visualization software first unveiled at Fakuma 2011 will provide a graphic visualization of the network. The new Windows-based software offers functionality comparable to a powerful PLC control, but at a much more affordable price/performance ratio. One of the advantages of this visualization software is that it allows for centralized monitoring and control of the integrated system from any location. On the overview screen displaying all devices and their statuses, the operator can click on a device to open the corresponding operating screen. Here he can enter the relevant material and process parameters.
ProTec Polymer Processing GmbH with headquarters in Bensheim bundles the renowned brands SOMOS® and OHL: Machines and entire system solutions for efficient material handling in all plastic treatment processes currently in use, machines for the post-condensation of solid plastic matter as well as turn-key machines for bottle-to-bottle recycling of PET. ProTec Polymer Processing is a member of the Schoeller Plast Industries Group of companies with manufacturing locations in Germany, Denmark and Brazil. The company's integration into the global sales and service network of the Schoeller Group (www.schoeller.org) offers the optimum infrastructure for comprehensive on-site customer service.
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Conveyors supplied by ProTec Polymer Processing now feature the new MH5 controller for multiple feed stations. These include standard conveyors such as the FG204.1/11 (left) as well as the mixing conveyor MFG204.1/21C (shown on the right), which is designed to process two components.
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