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PRESS RELEASE
Agricultural plastics:
RIGK and epro organize the 1st International Recycling Forum in Wiesbaden, Germany
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Wiesbaden/Germany, September 2015 – “Agricultural Plastics – Potential for Recycling” – this is the theme of the 1st International Recycling Forum, for which RIGK GmbH is issuing invitations to Wiesbaden from 4th to 6th November 2015. RIGK is organising the forum in collaboration with the European Association of Plastics Recycling & Recovery Organisations (epro). There for the first time, international industry representatives will exchange ideas about the options that exist for the recycling of agricultural plastics.
The discussion will be divided into three thematic blocks. It will start with an assessment of the current situation, focusing on the types of accumulating plastics and the political conditions in the countries. Then international experts will report on their experiences with recovery and recycling within the framework of initiatives from Austria, Canada, France, Germany, Ireland, the Netherlands, Norway, Romania, Russia, Spain and the USA. In the third thematic block, manufacturers from Germany, Israel, Spain and North America will present innovative recycling technologies. Exhibitors from Europe and North America as well as a communicative evening at Schloss Vollrads in the Rheingau region will round off the specialist forum which provides excellent conditions for the transnational exchange of industry expertise.
Jan Bauer, RIGK and head of the epro working group on the recycling of agricultural plastics, says: “Agricultural films, nets and yarns, irrigation systems and packaging for pesticides and fertilisers or hygiene products are plastic products which are an integral part of modern agriculture, and the demand is continuing to rise. In view of this development, it is all the more important to recover the plastics after they have been used, to safely recycle them, and to take advantage of the high recycling potential. The aim of the forum is to bring well-known experts and practitioners to a table and to develop concrete solutions for the recycling of plastics. A perfect industry platform for the expansion of networks is thus being created for the participants.”
At the accompanying exhibition, the following companies will present themselves: CeDo Recycling B.V., Geleen/Netherlands, Daly Plastics BV, Caroda BV, Zutphen/Netherlands, EREMA, Ansfelden/Austria, FIELDclean/FILMclean, Tallahassee, FL/USA, Herbold Meckesheim GmbH, Meckesheim/Germany, and NEUE HERBOLD, Sinsheim-Reihen/Germany.

Registration for participation can take place via the website www.rigk.de/nc/en/forum/registration.html. The contacts are Mareike Di Leo (dileo@rigk.de, +49 611 308600-10) and Thomas Neck (neck@rigk.de, +49 611 308600-29). The conference language is English.
As a certified specialist company for trademark users (fillers, distributors, traders and importers), RIGK GmbH (www.rigk.de), founded in 1992, organises the recovery of used, empty packaging and plastics from its German customers and arranges the safe and sustainable recycling of them. This includes the company’s services for industrial and commercial packaging of non-hazardous (RIGK-SYSTEM) and hazardous products (RIGK-G-SYSTEM). Other RIGK services include RIGK-PICKUP (the free collection of empty packaging from industrial and commercial end consumers), as well as the recovery systems tailored to the agricultural sector PAMIRA® (pesticide packaging), BEIZE (seed dressing packaging), PRE® (unusable pesticides and other chemicals), as well as FOLIO & NETTI (crop forcing films, nets und yarns) and ERDE (agricultural films). In addition, the company provides advice on the development of individual recovery and recycling solutions. On an international level, RIGK is represented in Romania. The Romanian subsidiary (www.rigk.ro) also undertakes the recovery and recycling of used packaging and plastics there. The shareholders of RIGK GmbH are well-known manufacturers of plastics and packaging. RIGK GmbH has been a member of EPRO since 2006, where it established the working group for the recycling of agricultural plastic waste under the leadership of Jan Bauer.

® = registered trademark of the Industrieverbandes Agrar e.V. (IVA)

EPRO, the European Association of Plastics Recycling and Recovery Organisations 
(www.epro-plasticsrecycling.org), is a pan-European partnership of specialist organisations which are in a position, today and in the future, to develop and provide efficient solutions for the sustainable handling of plastic waste. The members of EPRO are working on the optimisation of the national possibilities through international collaboration: by studying successful approaches and assessing different solutions and constraints. In the collaboration, the members of EPRO can achieve synergies which promote the recycling and the reuse of plastics. EPRO currently unites 19 organisations from 14 European countries, South Africa and Canada under a single umbrella.
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