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PRESS RELEASE
Despite considerable increase in transportation costs: 
Fees for RIGK customers decrease or remain constant

Wiesbaden, January 2011 – The customers of RIGK GmbH/Germany can look forward to constant or even decreasing fees for 2011, depending on the plastic packaging to be returned and recovered. Accordingly, fees for 2011 have been reduced by 10 Euros per tonne for PE and PP plastic sheet sacks, as classified by categories 1 to 6 (see table 1), as well as for bigbags (FIBC); by 15 Euro per tonne for combined plastic packaging; and by up to 16 Euros per tonne for rigid plastic packaging. This corresponds to a reduction in prices of between 4 and 16 percent. The fees for the RIGK-G-SYSTEM, relating to the return and recovery of plastic packaging for hazardous products (table 2), will remain unchanged at their 2010 levels, as will the minimum annual fees for small quantities for both the RIGK- and the RIGK-G-SYSTEMs.

“As well as combating the effects of the economic crisis during the first quarter of 2010, ongoing increases in energy and related transportation costs provided a further major financial challenge over the following months”, says RIGK’s CEO Markus Dambeck. “The fact that, despite all of this, we are able to provide  our customers with such positive news about our fees is largely down to our responsible use of resources as well as the ongoing success of our concept, as reflected by a further increase in the number of licensees for our systems.“

Whilst the fees for the RIGK-G-SYSTEM are due to remain constant, major administrative changes will be introduced to this field at the start of 2011. From now on, the GHS hazard symbols (Globally Harmonized System for the classification and labelling of chemicals), which have been mandatory for substances since December 2010 and will become mandatory for mixed substances as from June 2015, may be used in parallel to the hazard symbols of the German Gefahrstoffverordnung (Ordinance on Hazardous Substances). Chart 1 correlates both systems of symbols  to the reprocessing groups A and B of the RIGK-G-SYSTEM.
RIGK GmbH (www.rigk.de), founded in 1992, organizes for its licensees (bottlers, retailers and importers) the return of used packaging, free of remnants, from German customers and ensures a safe and sustainable recovery process. The company’s services are available to industrial and commercial packaging of non hazardous (RIGK-SYSTEM) as well as hazardous products (RIGK-G-SYSTEM). The portfolio of RIGK’s services also covers RIGK-PICKUP (the free-of-charge collection of packaging, free of remnants, at industrial and commercial end users) and the return systems for agricultural users, including PAMIRA (pesticide packaging), BEIZE (seed dressing agent packaging), and PELLE (agriculture films). Beyond this the company offers consulting services for the development of application-specific return and recovery concepts. RIGK’s Romanian subsidiary (www.rigk.ro) provides similar return and recovery services for used packaging in Romania. The shareholders of RIGK GmbH are notable polymer and packaging producers.
Table 1. 
Scale of fees for packaging of non-hazardous products (RIGK-SYSTEM)
	Packaging Type
	2010
	2011

	
	€/t

	PE-Plastic Sheet Sacks, Categories 1 to 6
	79,-
	69,-

	PP-Plastic Sheet Sacks, Categories 1 to 6
	95,-
	85,-

	Plastic Sheet Sacks, Categories 7 to 8
	165,-
	165,-

	Plastic Sheet Sacks, Category S
	135,-
	135,-

	Combined Plastic Packaging*
	190,-
	175,-

	Stretch Film
	85,-
	85,-

	Shrink Film
	65,-
	65,-

	FIBC, Fabric Sacks
	165,-
	155,-

	Rigid Packaging 1**
	169,-
	159,-

	Rigid Packaging 2 ***
	115,-
	99,-

	
	€/a

	Minimum Fee
	125,-
	125,-


*
plastic packaging combined with other materials (e.g. PE/aluminium, PE/PA)

**
coloured, adhesive, highly viscous fillers (e.g. bitumen, adhesive, emulsion paint etc.)

***
other fillers
Category 1: inorganic compounds with alkali reaction

Category 2: inorganic compounds with acidic reaction

Category 3: inorganic inert compounds

Category 4: organic compounds which do not react with each other

Category 5: organic polymer compounds

Category 6: PVC

Category 7: Soot

Category 8: Paint pigments

Category S: Foodstuffs and fodder, peat and earthen products, wood dust etc.
Table 2. 
Scale of fees for packaging of hazardous products (RIGK-G-SYSTEM)
	REPROCESSING GROUP
	2010
	2011

	
	€/t

	A
	355,-
	355,-

	B
	410,-
	410,-

	
	€/a

	Minimum Fee
	250,-
	250,-


A: Hazardous packaging, which requires labelling with the hazard symbols Xi (irritant), Xn (harmful), resp. codification according GHS 07 and 08.

B: Hazardous packaging, which requires labelling with the hazard symbols C (corrosive), F (highly flammable), F+ (extremely flammable), O (oxidizing), T (toxic), T+ (very toxic) or N (dangerous for the environment) or resp. codification according GHS 02, 03, 05, 06 or GHS 09 or hazardous packaging containing dangerous products requiring labelling with the hazard labels of classes 3, 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 5.1, 5.2, 6.1, 8 or 9.
Chart 1. Hazard labels valid for the reprocessing groups A and B of the RIGK-G-SYSTEM
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For further information please contact
RIGK GmbH

Claudia Hoese
Postfach 4969

D-65039 Wiesbaden

Tel.: +49 (0) 6 11/30 86 00-12, Fax: - 30
E-mail: hoese@rigk.de, www.rigk.de

Editorial contact and voucher copies:

Konsens PR GmbH & Co. KG 
Dr. Jörg Wolters
Hans-Kudlich-Strasse 25

D-64823 Gross-Umstadt

Tel: +49 (0) 60 78/93 63-0, Fax: -20

E-Mail: joerg.wolters@konsens.de

Please find this press release as doc-file and the 
chart in printable resolution for download under:

www.konsens.de/RIGK.html
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